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I TnQst of tlie western of Leningrad Oblast is flat country 

covered by forests and marslies, es;giadt!all y~':nQi*tb'-^^^ tbie- Takoir (N B s8-23,)-^ ^ 

Staraya Rassa E .31^,29) .railway*. p | tbe^ .forests 

Jungles ; impasSetble to Bien and transpdrtatlpn, and a haven for partisans. In 25X1 

the Marshes^ there orisinate many of the rivers which flow into the Gulf of 

Finland ahcL the Lahes Feipus (Peipsi, N 58-45, E 27*^30) ' and 11* men (R 58-30^ 

% ;5iml5) . In most cases, these riyers have low banks and their deep waters riwi kiwly 
in j^d^y beds* 

^ ^ .1 

the Velikaya River, which flows into Lake Pskov (U 58 -00, 

F 28-^00) > has' a fast stream and is navigable as far as Lugovitsy (N 57-32y E 28-10) . 
Near the town of pskOv, the river has hifeh limestone banis and is spanned by two 
steel bridges, one bridge for vehicles and the other' fbr the railway. The banks 
of the i*lver between these bridges are low and sandy^ and suitable for amphibious 
vehicles.* . , 

I the Plyussa River is deep and sldw-runningti and flows throu^ 

|i|Lr^hy country I It \u^^ spring floods in April, and creates a typhoid 

mAndce throuyaout the entire area up to Narva. (N 59*»^37 ^ ^ 28^12) • 

■L — — i,.'-' '■ -■ ^ .25X1 

the 8helon River, .which, flows into take 11^ men, is fast-runhing 
in its reaches and has a hard bed- Rorkhov (K 57‘-45, E 29-33) >ythe river 

hai high llmestohe banks and is sparmed by. a steel rbad b and a steel railway 

"bridge* In its 10 wer reaches , the river runs slgwly in a muddy bed with Tow* bdiaks* 

\ the Luga River flows through forests and marshes. At the town 

of Luga (N 56-44, E 29-52), the banks of the river are sandy, but at Kingisepp 
(N 59'*22, E ^S-ST) they are limestone and six to seven meters high, forming a 
natural obstacle:. The depth and width of the Luga River at Kingisepp are four, 
to five .meters and 80 to 12G ' meters, respectively. At feingisepp, the i^Ver is 
Spaphed by two steel bridges,, one bridge for vehicles and the other foif the rail- 
way. After the Soviets destroyed these bridges while retreating in 1941, 
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the Gfenoane spent considerable tliae and effort in rebuilding botb of 'them,, 
particularly the rail'wa.y bridge . At the time^ in 19^1, the loss of these tvo 
bridges had great effect on the flow of supplies since the roads, Including 
the Talllnn-Leningrad road, could not handle the heavy traffic of supplies 
demanded for the front. 


at Ust-*Luga (K' 59-^1, E 28-l6), at the mouth of the Luga 


River, there is a Soviet seaplane base where twin-engine flying boats and 
singlet-engine hydroplanes on floats are stationed. 


Ruch^l (H 59-46, E 28-29) is a: Soviet military town^ which has 


completed nava l docks and uncompleted submarine bunkers- along the shore *| 

the, walls of the bunkers had been built, but the roofs, had. not 

been erected. 


25X1 


the tributaries of^the Luga River which flow through the 
villages of Zhei'tsy (H 5®“50, E 29-^56) and Dolgovka (N 5^*54, E 29-55) form 
two rivers that pass under the Pskov-Leningrad highway. These two rivers 
are spanned by wooden road bridges and steel railway bridges. The rivers 
themselves are about 30 meters wide and 1,5 to 2 meters deep. 


the first firm stand by the Soviet army in 1941 was 25X1 

along the Shelon River in the Porkhov area and along the Luga River , The 
fortifications along the latter river were strong to prevent the Germar25X'i 

from capturing the town of Luga until weeks later , in attacks from the east * 


Along the east shores of Lake Peipus the land is covered by -. . 

SEarshes, The area between Kingisepp and Slantsl (E 59^09; E 28-05 ) consists of2^^.j 
marshes, which are laced w ith ditches and overgr own with bushes and which can’ 
be' traversed only on foot. | |slmllar marshes exist between 

VolosoYO (E 59-28, E 29-29) and lake Samro (N 5^-58 > E . 28-48), which is located 
approximately 20 kilometers south of Volosovo. 

the area south of Gdov (E 58-46, E 27-48) and the tripgular 
area formed by Zamogil^ ye (H 5^-33? E 27-50) ^ Samolva (N 5^-1^? E 27-36) 

Molodi (K 58-19, E 28-15) are covered by swairpy meadows, which can be crossed 
by light vehicles with caterpillar treads. The marshes south of Gdov, between 
Afonasovo (E 58-42, ' E 28-.IO) and the railway line, are overgrown with reeds and 
ara passable only on foot. 


in the Lake Syabero area there are marshes, situated abdut ; 
25 kilometers west of Luga, which were used by the Germans during^ the. winter in 
World War Tl as landing grounds for Fieseler Storchs and other li^t aircraft 
engaged in special operations. 


25X1 


the largest extent of marshland is located in the triangular 
area formed by Luga - Orlino (E 59“lS» E 3O-O7) * Lyubah (N 59*21, E 31^15)> 
particularly around Lake Vel^ye (E 59-00/ ^ 30-15), where the marshes are impassable 
even in summer (sic). The villages in this area are situated on higher groun(i 
than the previously mentioned areas, and are interconnected by soft narrow rOids, 
which are overlaid with wood and branches to aceonmiodate horse and cart traffic# 
Similar to thme roads are the routes, between Pechkovo (E 58*53/ B 30-38)/ Chashcha 
(E 59-iO, E 30-18), and Bubovik (Buboviki, E 59-10, E 30-48). 

]in the area of Gdov all the marshes- are frozen over ^uring 


une area qi «ju.uv etj-x w.-w* 

th© winter between Eovember And March and, with snow pe^rmltting, can be crossed , 
bv vehicles . Between seasons, most roads apd marshes are impasBable for transport. 
I I no darge -scale drainage work had been undertaken. The small 

drainage' ditchef that exist can be cross ed by vehicles if the ditches are first 

filled in with readily a^!^^^a‘^le branc^^ 

area ^re covered with ice fr 
crossld by men and vehicles , 


Hall the riyersit in this 

XXJ-i-c;'-*- JJ-x wj-wjtL j. i,~.— . | J ' xl *u 

area ^re covered with ice from the end of Eovember to the end of March and. can be 25X1 
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15. 


at 'Slants! there is an opencast oil shale mine, 
he easily riooded if necessarj. 


which could 


25X1 



degrees Centigrade. The coldest months are January and Pehiniary, with the middle 
of February usually bringing a few days of thaw accompanied by drizzle and frost 
at night* As a result, the roads become icy and sll^perjj and under , the ; effect of 
night frost can snap caterpillar tracks if the. latter are left on too tight, ;To • 
prevent this impairment, the tracks have 'to be slackened for the ni^t during the ■ 
thaw period* The thaw is usually followed by a snowstorm, which does not last 
more than a day* In the spring, the melting snow inun dates the poorly cond itioned 
roads, leaving them muddy and difficult for vehicles, | [ an 25X1 

example in point is the Fikov-G-dov main road, on which heavy tanks are not" able 
to trivel more thsn..five"'feiles per hour. 


17 . 


the terrain in Leningrad Oblast, especially in the northern 25X1 
section, permitted operations on a large scale during .the German occupation, but 
only In the directipns of the main roads, Pskov-Forkhov^Staraya Russa or towards 
Novgorod along the Routes Fskov^Luga -Leningrad and Harva-Kinglsepp-Leningrad* 

The area around Leningrad consists of marshy forests and, except for about 30 
kilometers surroundli^-g the city itself, there exists a very poor network of roads. 
According to source, all the above-mentioned rivers,' with the exception of the 
Flyussa ftiver, flowed across the various routes of operations and were, to a larger or 
smaller extent, .obstacles o . 


l8. 


J'famsteads did not exist i.n the Leningrad area as they had been 

demolished (slq) and replaced by collective farms, on which the farmers were 25X1 
housed in wooden barracks that together resembled stell villages* In, some cases, 
former villages became the centers of the Staie farms * Soviet villages were called 
”0na Street Tillages**^ on the basis of the fact that a village consisted of about 
50 tq lOG houses with cow-, sheds and othe^ structured all under One roof and 
located on tha same side of the street, leaving the 'village a long and narrow row 
of house s* In other places, the houses were situated on one side of the street 
and the sheds on the other. All buildings were cphstmioted of timber, with each 
log being about EG to, 25 eentimeters: in diaaneter- The qracks between logs were 
filled in with moss, and the roofs were made of thdtch* 'iTot a single house was 
bullet proof and the dan^r of fire was great (sic)* Die ctrlelty was not available 
in the villages and drinking water had to be from open wells#. To add 

COns'lderai^ly to the daB,ger mf 'disease, there were no toilets iq the villages, • 
and the c$w- sheds were used for that purpose, instead* In towns along the main 
ro.ads, the buildings were mde mostly of stone, whereas on the outskirts they 
were made of wood In the smaller towns, almost all the buildings were made', 
of wood*. 
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26. 


tlie only good road on solid foimdations in the “western part 
or iuenmigraa uoxast “wa-s the Pskov- Gat china (H 59“" 3^^ E 29-35) high'way, which", 25X1 
thpugh dusty in sumirier, ran practically a straight’ course. On either side of the 
road, for about 100 meters, all forests and bushes had been cleared away by the 
Germans in 19^3 as a precaution against partisans. The only asphalt;^ covered roads 
existed in the vicinity of Leningrad. The smaller, dirt roads were used by motor 
vehicles only daubing the summer months when it was dry. Once the rains came, , / 
vehicles sank inijo the roads up to their axles. The only precaution against this 
dilemma was for every vehicle to carry made -^up, bundles of branches, the length of 
which exceeded the. width of the vehi cle. The branches co uld^ then be placed under 
the wheels or tracks when required, branches were available 

everywhere, but necessitated the recruitment or labor to collect a proper supply^ 


25X1 


I tanks and self-propelled guns could usually operate only on 25X1 

the main roads in the weatena part of Leningrad Oblast. Because of the forests, 
artillery was limited largely to roads and glades which left to horses or men the < 
task of pulling the artillery into position. A different situation existed in 
the north, between the Gulf of Finland and the Klnglsepp -Leningrad road, where 
the country remains more or less open and the gr ound is composed of firm limest one 
suitable for the operation of armored vehicles. I 

the area around Lomonosov (U 59-^55, E 29-46) and rexroavorets ^ ^9-53) 

was within range of 12-inch artillery from Kronstedt (N 60-00, E 29’'47) or Kotlin 
Island. South of Pskov-Porkhov, the ground is higher than that Just mentioned; 
and, since it is covered with sandy hills, the groiind is suitable for armored 
operations . 


phe Pskov-Gatchina rail“way line Yf-s double -track,. while all 
onner raia.way xines in the western :part of Leningrad Oblast were single-track.. 

the forests in the western part qf Leningrad Oblast afforded 
the Germans protection against air attacks in siommer and also in winter, Bince. ^ 
70 percent of the forests were composed of fir and pine trees. Fobtprdmts Jn 
the 9 now created a hindrance during the winter.. The Germans successfully used 
white snow overalls for troops and whitewashed their vehicles and artillery as 
well- Such camouflage was effective against observation from the ground, but 
lacked fiall ' tests In its effectiveness against observation from the air *. 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


^hle latter point was based on the. fact that during the entire 
merman campaign the Germans held air superiority along their eastern 'front... 

Up to 1944, the Soviets never even attempted air attacks against communication 
lines or troop concentrations. 


25X1 


23. In the Soviet villages closest to the Estonlan-Boviet frontier, concrete machine 
gun nests were discovered under the first houses of the villages.* Further e|b0.t, 
no tuch ma.chine gun. .nests were found, but along the main roads, some of the villages 
had steel gun platforms* 

24. A line of li^t, concrete fortifications was .stemg along the Estonian-Bov^et 
frontier, but since the line lacked depth it “was of no hindrance to the GeriBan 
arw in 1941*. 


Oh the eastern outskirts of Klnglsepp, north of the main road, the Boviets had 
brick barracks for frontier troops . 


In Pskov there were barracks along both sides of the road. 
On the southern outskirts of Pskov', there, ms- a small 

At that time, the 


25X1 


leading to jr'orkhov 
airfield used by the Gercjans for Junkers 16 fighter^ (sic) 
airfield had no concrete runways 


27. 

28, 


On the eastern outskirts of Porkhov, north of the main road, there were barracks 
in which the Germans housed their 11th Armored Begiment* 


approximately four kilometers west of Luga there were large 


confounds and a rifle range. These compounds were called I and II Polygons* 


25X1 
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In tjie 1 PolyfflSn, there were two- to three-etory tmlldlnga which Included e 
iiil4.taiy ho^ltal. In the II Polygon, there were oHly wooden harrhekB and a 
rifle range* > i 


» | I throughout the (SeriBan eai^algn, the SemanB never aueoeeded 

In vanquishing, the partisans * The heat that the Qensani could attain was to 25X1 
oohflne the partisans sore or less to the forests, even though their l^mnat 
alimys reaialned, jAs a result, every working party had to he placed under the 
protection of a heavy guard, which caused a eonslderahle drain on the gemsn 
fighting force. 


30. 


the Qeztians fomd that partisans appeared .In.Saoas, I.:.' 
espeoiauy, where there had heen an BKVD or a Coneimlst Party center. In 191^ 
and 19^3, the areas around Klnglsepp, Volosovo, Odov, Polna (H 58»27, E 28-09), 
0s*i^iO (E 5?«-00, E 29-06), Pskov, Strugl Krasnyye (E 58*17, E 29-O6), Plynssa 
<I 38-20, E 29-21), and Luga were consldeiod particularly Infested with partisans. 
During the Cternan retreat In 19li.h, the partisans exacted a heavy toll of caauaitles 
In the forests, located within a 30-klloiiBeter radius of Elkolayevo {E 98-1O, S 29-27), 
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